
 

 

Week 5: Every follower of Jesus is called to lead.    

INTRODUCTION:  

Jesus identifies his followers as both salt and light, and just as a light is strategically placed out in front 

to see the way forward, Jesus declared to his disciples that we are the light of the world. What a shame if 

that light stays hidden or worse, dies out. It’s our privilege and responsibility to illuminate the path to 

Jesus. This path is not marked by authority, greed or self-serving interests, but rather by sacrifice, 

service and patience to all. That’s how we are to lead. And since we are called to lead, leadership 

development is critical in what we do both organizationally and personally. Thankfully, Jesus is our 

perfect model for servant-leadership. Because leadership is influence, we refuse to unnecessarily 

jeopardize our influence with the unchurched. Rather, we continually look to leverage whatever 

influence we may have individually and corporately for the sake of the gospel.  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1) What is your definition of a leader? What is your definition of influence? 

 

2) What role does influence have in leading people? 

 

 

3) How does one gain/lose influence in someone else’s life? 

 

 

4) Read Matthew 4:19, 9:9 and Mark 3:14. How did Jesus gain influence among his disciples? 

 

 

 

 

5) When it comes to your faith, who has been influential in your life? How have they influenced 

you? 

 

 

6) Read John 8:12 (and the surrounding verses for context). What did Jesus mean when he said, “I 

am light of the world”? 

 

 

7) Read Matthew 5:13-16. What did Jesus mean when he said, “You are the salt of the earth” and 

“you are the light of the world”? 

 

 



8) According to Matthew 5:13-16 and 28:19-20, what kind of influence did Jesus expect his 

disciples to have in the world? 

 

 

9) Do you agree that every follower of Jesus is called to lead? Why or why not? 

 

 

10) Some people are natural-born leaders, while for others, the idea of leading anyone anywhere is 

absolutely terrifying. Where do you fall on that spectrum and why?  

 

 

11) Read 1 Corinthians 1:20-31. How do these verses encourage you to be more influential in other 

people’s lives? 

 

 

12) Our mission is to lead people to Jesus. What has been your strategy in doing that? How 

successful have you been with that strategy? What could you do differently to be more 

successful? 

 

 

13)  Read Mark 10:42-45. Describe Jesus’ approach to leading and how he expected his disciples to 

lead. 

 

 

14) How does the Gospel give us confidence to lead and be a people of significant influence? 

 

  

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? Write out names of 3-4 people who you currently have influence with. Think 

of some clear and specific things that you can do this week that can encourage them to take a step closer 

to Jesus. Share your results with your life group.   

 

 

CHANGING YOUR MIND 

Memorize Matthew 5:16 – In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your 

good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 


