
 

 

Week 9:  We believe unity in the midst of diversity is our most powerful and attractive quality. 

INTRODUCTION:  

It seems like our nation is becoming more and more divided, which only illustrates just how hard it is to 

obtain and maintain unity. Unfortunately, when we look at the church in America, things aren’t going 

much better. In fact, when it comes to the challenges of diversity, the common thing to do today is to 

simply diversify (separate). But what if unity in the midst of diversity was our best strategy to winning 

people over to Jesus? What if “oneness”, the way Jesus was one with the Father, was possible with each 

other? How would our churches look if we really believed that unity in the midst of diversity was our 

most powerful and attractive quality?   

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1) Have you ever read about or experienced a church fight or split? What impact did it have on you 

and those outside the church?  

 

 
2) If you read the New Testament (especially the letters written to the churches), disunity seemed to 

plague the church. Why do you think Christians (both then and now) have such a hard time 

becoming one? 

  

 

3) What kind of relationships have you had with people who were different (i.e. culture, ethnicity) 

than you? What were some of the challenges, and how did those relationships benefit you? 
 

 

4) Read Galatians 2:11-13. What was the major problem facing the early church when it came to 

the issue of unity and diversity? Why do you think this was such a big issue that even Peter and 

Barnabas couldn’t resist separating themselves? 

 

 

 

5) Read Ephesians 2:11-22. What is Paul’s argument for unity among Jews and Gentiles? How is 

that helpful to know as we continue to strive for unity? 

 

 

6) Read Philippians 1:27-28. According to Paul, what kind of impact will our unity have on those 

who are outside of the church? How do you think that happens? 

 

 

 

7) Read John 17:20-23. Who was Jesus praying for, and what did he pray for?  

 



 

 

8) Jesus prayed that we would be one “just as” He and the Father are one.  Describe in your own 

words Jesus’ “oneness” with the Father. How does that translate into “oneness” with each other? 

 

 

9) Jesus prayed that those who believe in Him would be one “so that the world may believe that 

You sent Me” (vss.21, 23). Why is our unity a powerful argument for the reality of Jesus? 

 

 

10)  Toward the end of His prayer (vs.23), Jesus mentions that God’s love for us is as deep and 

perfect as His love for His own Son. How is this motivation for us to live in unity? 

 

 

11)  Read 1 Corinthians 11:12-27. What is Paul’s argument for diversity? 

 

12) In your opinion, what’s the difference between unity/uniformity and diversity/diversify? Why are 

these important distinctions in the church? 

 

 

13) No one can argue that Sunday morning is still the most segregated hour in America. What do you 

think we are missing because of this segregation?  

 

 

14)   How does understanding the trinity help us understand and appreciate “unity in the midst of 

diversity?” 

 

 

15) What do you think our church (you included) can do to encourage more diversity? 

 

 

 

16) How does the Gospel and our mission motivate us to be “one” with one another?  

 

 

  

WHAT WILL YOU DO?  

We seem to have hard time building relationships with people that are not like us, especially those who 

are a different ethnicity than us. Would you be willing to engage with one person who has a different 

background than you over the next couple of weeks? 

 

CHANGING YOUR MIND 

Memorize John 17:23 – “I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the 

world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” 


